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Teaching for Success: Learning and Learners 

WEEK 4 ASSESSING LEARNING 

Speaking criteria 

CEFR  

The Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR) was developed by the Council of Europe. It is an international standard 

for describing language ability. 

Under the CEFR, speaking is assessed according to the following criteria:  

 Range – how simple or complex are the grammatical structures and vocabulary that the learner uses? 

 Accuracy – how accurate is the learner’s use of grammar and vocabulary? 

 Fluency – how easily does the learner speak? 

 Interaction – how well does the learner interact with another learner in a conversation or discussion? 

 Coherence – how easy is the learner to understand? Do they use cohesive devices (like  

 
Band descriptors 

 
Those of you familiar with international English exams like Cambridge ESOL or IELTS will be aware that when using band descriptors to assess a 

skill, the learner should fulfil every point in a band in order to be awarded that band. 

For each band, the teacher needs to take account of the expected level of learners. For example, a range of language at A1 (low) is very different 
from a range of language at C1 (high).  
Below is a simple set of assessment criteria for speaking. 

Band Range Accuracy Fluency Pronunciation 
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3 Very good range of vocabulary 

and grammatical structures for 

this level 

High level of accuracy, 

including with structures which 

are complex for this level 

Learner is able to speak quite 

freely for this level. There may 

be hesitation, but it does not 

affect the listener 

There may be pronunciation 

errors, but overall the 

learner is understandable 

and produces features of 

pronunciation suitable for 

their level 

2 Sufficient range of vocabulary 

and grammatical structures for 

this level 

Some language is produced 

accurately. More complex 

language may have mistakes, 

but overall meaning is clear 

Some hesitation, especially 

with language which is 

complex for this level 

Some pronunciation errors 

which may affect 

intelligibility at times. Overall 

the learner is 

understandable and 

produces some features of 

pronunciation suitable for 

their level 

1 Limited range; grammar and 

vocabulary is quite simple for 

this level 

A lot of inaccuracies, including 

with language considered 

simple for this level 

A lot of hesitation for this 

level, which may affect the 

listener. Some hesitation is 

with language which is 

considered simple for this level 

A greater number of 

pronunciation errors which 

may affect intelligibility at 

times 

 

Notice what is different about each band. 

The teacher can award between 1 and 3 marks for each criteria, and then award an overall grade. 

Examples of pronunciation features are: individual sounds, connected speech, rhythm, intonation, overall clarity. 
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Teaching for Success: Learning and Learners 

Task 

We asked an intermediate learner (B1) to talk about a country she would like to visit. You can hear the audio here.  

Listen and evaluate her speaking using the criteria above, or your own criteria for assessing speaking. 

Then check your ideas against the evaluation on the next page 

 

Evaluation (to be expanded and included on next page) 

 

More information 

For an overview of band descriptors at each of the CEFR levels (A1 to C2) see pages 28 and 29 of this pdf. For an example of speaking assessment 

criteria at A2 level, check the Cambridge English Key criteria on page 2 of this pdf.   

IELTS is a speaking test which tests English proficiency according to the following criteria: 

For an overview of band descriptors for the IELTS test see this pdf. 

 

 

   

https://www.eui.eu/Documents/ServicesAdmin/LanguageCentre/CEF.pdf
http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/168617-assessing-speaking-performance-at-level-a2.pdf
http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/IELTS_Speaking_band_descriptors.pdf

	For each band, the teacher needs to take account of the expected level of learners. For example, a range of language at A1 (low) is very different from a range of language at C1 (high).

