
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you like about teaching 
and living in France? 
 
Food obviously! You can find amazing 
bakeries in France! Patisseries are to die for. I 
love experiencing different restaurants, going 
to the local market and benefiting from the 
awesome cultural life. France has many 
regions with a wide variety of landscapes 
too. Therefore, you can practise many indoor 
and outdoor activities… You can enjoy 
surfing, skiing, hiking… Living in Paris is exciting 
as there are different communities: 
Japanese, American… so you do not feel 
lost, wherever you are from. If you are into 
fashion, you will love Paris. It is not cheap to 
livehere but much more affordable than 
many other cities in the world such as 
London, New York or Moscow.  
  

Do you need to speak the 
language to teach in France? 
 
It’s not essential. However, knowing the 
language really helps, especially in your daily 
life. People really appreciate when you know 
a bit of French and/or when you show you 
make an effort to speak their language. I 
would recommend watching many French 
films, to pick up the language and to get an 
idea of the mind-set.   

 
Who do you teach? 
  
If you come to France, you will find many 
opportunities if you are ready to work 
freelance at first. It can take a bit more time 
and patience to get a permanent contract. 
There is a demand from schools and there is 
a big market for after-school classes; parents 
are really keen for their children to improve 
their English further outside school. Adult 
learning is also booming; adults are keen to 
make progress. Sometimes, companies see 
that as a necessary investment for their 
employees.   
 
What qualifications do you need to 
work in France? 
 
In France, there is a shortage of English 
teachers, so you will be more than welcome 
to come and teach. You will be required to 
show some sort of qualification. Obviously, a 
CELTA is highly regarded. With a CELTA, you 
will be able to find a job fairly easily in schools 
and private languages centres. 

Find a CELTA centre in  France 
 
www.cambridgeenglish.org/find-a-
centre/find-a-teaching-centre/ 

Focus on France  
In our Q and A about teaching in different contexts we had a lot of questions about what you need to teach 
in different countries. Each week we’ll release an information sheet about teaching in a different country, 
written by teachers who are currently working there. This one is all about teaching in France and is by Sonia, 
a pedagogical adviser for Cambridge English in Paris. 
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